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Atti Colonel Joseph Halverson 

processing of Captured Documents 

1. pursuant to verbal request there I» forwarded herewith a eunraary of 
the handling of captured documents for intelligenoe purposes. 

2# For purposes of thia report* captured German end Italian documents 
will be o ansi dared u one group and captured Japanese document* aa another 
group* 

3* Captured German and Italian documents* 

Captured German and Italian documents are held in custody by 
th© Department of the Army • Accordingly* thia office maintain* a 
screening teas physically located in the pentagon* Thia team 
rapidly soreena through the large volume of document# continually 
being received there and make# abstract# of the very small per— 
cent age of these that have some intelligenoe value* These ab- 
stracts are reproduced in card form called the Intelligenoe Card 
Catalogue (ICC) card and disseminated to the interested agencies* 

When the screening and abstracting process ha* been completed, 
the doc ument s are returned to the shelves of GMBS* The second 
step in the processing is the exploitation of these documents to 
snoet intelligence needs* Requirement# arc received from the IAC 
agencies and from branches of CIA for information or specific 
translation, further* continuing projects are set up in this 
office to obtain certain typesof needed information. To answer 
these requirements and the work of the project# mean# a selection 
of the documents abstracted. These documents are then borrowed 
from GJffiS and the required information extracted and collated in 
this office and forwarded to the requestor and interested agencies* 
ifhen these documents have been exploited in this way* the documents 
are returned to Ifie SUDS* This than complete# the processing— the 
doouiiant' ha# been screened, abstracted, and all required informa- 
tion of intelligenoe value extracted* 

4* Captured Japanese documents* 

The processing of oaptured Japanese document# follows the 
general outline given above for German dooumente. However, the 
following exception# should be noted* 
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n, 0&ptur»d Japanese doouasrrta are received and hold to 
custody by this office until It has boon determined that thsy 
have no information of intelligence value* 

b* Abstracts of captured Japanese documents appear in 
published Moession Lists which are disseminated to ths in- 
terested agencies* 

o, mm a it has been determined that these doounwnt* have 
no information of intelligence value* they are declassified 
and offered for transfer to the IA0 agencies* If they decline, 
they ore then transferred to the National Archive# or Library 
of Congress* 

S, This then is a general outline of the processing of captured doou- 
taents for intelligence purposes, end it is sincerely hoped that it spill meet 
with your satisfaction* 


J. J. BAfiWALL, 

Deputy chief* Foreign Document* Branch* 
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